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TOPICS IN CALIFORNIA.

SEMI-CENTENNIAL JUBILEE-MAYOR OF
MOST NORTHERN AMERICAN CITY
—T0 GUARD AGAINST PEST
OF HARES.

(BY TELECRAPE TO THE TRISTXE.]

San Francisco, Sept. &—All the arrangements
for the jubilee celebration of the admission of
Cslifornia into the Unlon are now completed
for the four days’ festivitles. The clity is finely
decorated, and thousands of visitors already
crowd the streets, The big ferry building and
City Hall dome will be {lluminated at night
with electric lights, and lines of lights are
stretched across Market-st. &t frequent Inter-
vals from the ferry to the City Hall. The exer-
cises begen to-day with the launching of the
monitor Wyoming at the Union Iron Works,
which was witnesaed by thousands of spectators.
To-might the strestz are illuminated, and the
beautiful nava! parade was held on the Bay,
with several hundred brilllantly lighted vessels
in line. To-morrow the fine new marble music
stand in Golden Gate Park, the gift of Claus
Spreckels, the sugar milllonaire, will be dedi-
cated with an orchestra of one hundred pleces.
The music stand cccupies the place of the Ad-
ministration Building of the Mildwinter Falr,
snd the seats are arranged in the old central
court of the fair. On Monday the great parade
of Native Sons will take place. All the military
here will take part, and it is estimated that
thirty thousand men will be in Une. It will be
rendered picturesque by fancy costumes and
many historical floats. The final day will be
devoted to yvacht racss and receptions, concerts
and a bhali

A hal? miillon doliars, in forty-two Govern-
ment bonds, were transferred in court this week
to Oscar Luning as his share of the estate of
his dead father, old Nicholas Luning, & famous
money lender. Oscar was rendered incompetent
several years ago by drink, and his sister was
appelinted hiz guardian. Now he has reformed
and has taken charge of his wealth. Both he
and his sister, Mrs. Fife, have brought sults
against George Whittell, their brother-in-law,
to recover large sums, which they silege that
he, as trustee of the estate, has withheld from
them, They accuse Whittell of underostimating
the value of the estate and then absorbing por-
tions which shonld have gone to them

The infamous “blackbirding’” schooner Norma
was wrecked last month on Mololui Rock,
Hawali, and proved a toial losa. This vessel
was used in the seventles in the kidnapping
A inging over from the Gilhert and Mar-
=1 Iglands netives work on the INawaiinn

=, Many of these poor creat-
homesickness and others com-

e, Omly a small percenlage sur-
returned after three or five years
island home. A labor contract, which
didn't understand, gave the sem-
Liancs of law to the traneaction, but the trafiic
was virtually slave trading, &nd was sanc-
tioned by the Hawallan Government because it
furnlehed cheap labor for the plantations.

This week a demurrer to the divorce suit of
the Countess Festetics, born Miss Ella Haggln,
of New-York, was entered by attorneys for the
Count. It ie merely a formal proceeding to pro-
tect his rights, a= his counsel have heard nothing
from him since the sult was filed and don’t know
in what part of the South Seas he is cruising.

Mayor Emile Quarre of Eagle City, Alaska,
who arrived here this week, claims the distinc-
tion of being in charge of the most northern city
on the American continent. He predicts that
Esgle will be the metropolis of the American
Yukon. He has the most imteresting collection
of Yukon gold ever brought here. It includes
gold dust and nuggets from thirty-four creeks
and districts of Alaska, from Klondike to Nome.
Twenty-eight samples are from creeks in Amerl-
can territory. The most surprising featurs of
the collection is the diversity of gold dust from
creeks only & few mileg apart. Thus Jack Wade
Creek dust is coarse and shaped like pumpkin
geed, while dust from a creek only sixty miles
away is fine as gunpowder.

. Slight rains have fallen In several parts of
the State this week., but they did small dam-
2ge, a8 the grape growers and fruilt ralsers had
been warned by the Weather Bureau, except
ground Fresno, where & sudden southeaster sur-
prised the raisin men.

A Russ!an arrived here this week who broke
the record for slowness in reaching the Klon-
éike. He started two years and three months
ago over the Edmonton trail, and actually spent
two winters on the way, enduring fearful hard-
ehips. He only reached Dawson last month, and
came out &fter a short stay in the Kiondike
metropolis. The Edmonton trall is the one which
Hamlin Garland followed untll he was forced
to turn back. It proved fatal to the hopes and
lives of hundreds of poor prospectors, who were
inveigled into taking it by false reports of trans-
yortation companies,

1o th
the ns

Stanford football men expect Cunha, the Yale
centre, and Carrall Seely, of Williams, as under-
graduates this year, who will greatly strengthen
the team, and give it some chgnee to even up
the score with ithe State Unlversity. Frank
Slaker, the Chicago fullback, has also arrived,
a&nd will join the team.

San Diego iz the first county in California to
pass laws against Belglan hares, the ordinance
of Ean Diego City, adopted this week. making It
uniawful for any one 1o liberate Belgian hares
in the county, or to permit any which escape to
remain at large. The losses of the Australian
colonles through the rabbit pest have proved a
warning, as it is estimated that one palr of Bel-
B hares will produce in ten years over a
fon and a half of their kind.

NEW COMPRESRED

AIR CARS.

SYSTEM TRIED BUCCESSFULLY IN CHICAGO
TO BE UBED IN THIS CITY.

Chicago's record for wind and hot air is ahout to
receive another testimonlal., this time from the
Metropolitan Btreet Rallway Company, of this eity.
The style cf compressed air motors, tried success-
fully in the Windy City, are belng substituted for
those now in use in the Twenty-elgnth and Twenty-
ninth st=. crosstown lines. New cars have been
fitted out and in use for more ‘han a week.

About three yvears ngo the Metrapolitan company
declded to try compressed air, and adopted the sys-
tem of the Compressed Alr Power Company. The
Hoadley motors were Introduced. The Third Ave-
nue maftroad Company began using the Hardy
motor, made by the General Compressed Air Com-
pany, on it Ope-hundred-snd-twenty-fifth-st. line,
The result wns more satlafactory, and the Met-
ropolitan company effecied a consolidation of the
interests of the two alr companies, forming the
American Air Power Company,

In the mean time Hobert Hardy, the inventor,
had gone to Chicugo In the Interests of the Com-
pressed Air Motor Company, and a 2vetem of com-
pressed alr cars was estalilished. The motors gave
excellent satisfaction, and the Metropolitan wanted
1o use the Chicago system in New-York. As & re-
sult the Compressed Alr Company was recently
organized from the American Alr Power Company
and the Compressed Alr Motor Company.

In the new system 1o be used nere the cars will
carry fourteen reservoirs on the truck, and one un-
der each seal, having an uggregate capacity of
fiftv-five cublc feet and welghing 4,34 pounds. The
nir % from the reservoirs into a common
header, and from the header into a pipe running to
each end of the car. A stn?’:aive under the con-
trol of the motorman regulates the flow of air.
The air passes through a reducing valve and comes
out at a working E:uwre of 160 pounds. It then

into the reheating tank, which is placed in
the middle of the truck, and contains 5% pounds of
hot water, varying in temﬂ:ﬂtura from 2 to 170
degrees. The alr passes into the hottom of this

heater and ucﬁe- into the water throu
‘.,?"M plpe. € air is heated to the lt-lf!ge%u?;r’:

and !a then drawn off at the top.

from the exit w0 th
valve of the motor, and lhmnepi?: tl?n v:h.-‘éh 2%‘2.?

of the engine, in SAMe WLV as steam in a
. The cars are fitted with air brakes.

The compressing station at West Twenty-fourth.
st. and the Huydson River, which was bullt for use
with the old cars, will be used for the new. It
Y AL

+ prezses to
square inch. pounds per
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NO WEAKFIEH IF THE WIND IR EART.
Frices of fish in the markets along the Fast
Eiver front depend on supply and demand, but the
supply is regulated by many things, some of them
of séeming Insignificance
“Never come to the market locking for weakflsh
if an east wind has been blowing the day before,

uniess you want to pay a good price for o
“he advice of an old fisherman, *The :t.u:a ulr

the Jersey comst is always light when the win
comes from the eart. Bo you had better sy
imimalials willl the Wind veers round.” iy

NOTES OF THE STAGE.

The play that will open the season at the Bljou
Theatre to-morrow night is called “Cupld Outwits
Adam,” and is a farce by Frederick Stanford, a
writer whose nams is new on playbills. .:T'ong

re Charles H. Bradshaw,
glgrr‘:l:ym‘:;!'.thaegar:; .ﬂ? Probert, Miss Btella
Kenny, Willlam Herbert, Miss Julla Hanchett and
Jacques Martin.

Notwithstanding the hot weather James K.
Hackett has been playing to good business in “The
Pride of Jennico” at the Criterlon Theatre, Miss

Bertha Gallend, as Princess Ottille, is as popular
as last season.

*The Great Ruby,” as presented at the American
Theatre by the new stock company, {8 drawing
overflowing nudlences, Mary Hampton, as Lady
Garnet; Ralph Stuart, ns the Indian Prince; Ina-
belle Evesson, as the Countess, and several others
in the cast are called before the curtain frequently,

““The Great Ruby"” will be contlnued for a second
week.

Tony Pastor heads his biil for next week with
Gus Wllifams, in a new monologue. In addition he
has Btinson and Merton, in their sketch entitled
"The Unexpected”; Frank Gardiner and Lottie
Vincent, in thelr musical farce, entitled “A Shat-
tered Idol”; the Crane brothers, Mudge and Mor-
ton, John and Lilllan Hoover, in “At the Vaude-
ville'’; Willlams and Melburn, In a new act, "“The
Fresh Mr. Ham", Dan and Dolly Mann, in & rural
sketch, entitled “Mandy Hawking'; Murphy and
Andrews, Jacklin and Ingram, in illustrated songs;
the Zereeth Trio, Charles De Camo, juggler; the
dog Cors, Chris Green, In a black face musical
act, introducing the trick gun, and the vitagraph.

Danlel Sully, as the Rev, John Whalen, in “Thes
Parish Prlest,”" has pleased the visitors at the
Fourteenth 8treet Theatre, and they are turning
out in large numbers to see him in his new play,

which tells a story of life in one of the pleturesqus
towns of the Wyoming Valley, in Pennsylvania
Hiz engagement has been extended until Saturday,
September 29.

At Hoster & Blal's to-day’s afternoon and even-
ing concerts present Marie Dressler, Allce Plerce,
Joe Welch, the fcur Parisians, Genaro and Batley,
Keno, Welch and Meirose, Lowell and Lowell, the
Four Emperors of Muslc, Vernona Jarbeau, the Rus-
sell brothers, Edna Leigh and Sylvia Thorne, Fanny
Fields, Monroe and Mack. Lawrence and Harring-
ton, Hodges and Launchmere. and Spaulding. Be-
ginning with the daiiy matinee to-morrow, the hil]
changes throughout, with a single exception, in-
cluding Maggle Cline, with new songs:; George Ful-
ler Golden, Montgomery and Stone, Francescs
I'j.eddlng the Russell brothers, Shean and Warren,
Genrge Evans, Tim Cronin, Haines and Pettingill,
Carrle Graham, Farnum and Nelson. Mamile Rem-
ington, Craske and Stevens and Carlin and Brow

Business at the Academy of Musle ls excellent,
where Andrew Mack is holding forth with his new
Irish military melcdrama, “The Rebel”

Weber & Fields's Muele Hall ts beginning another
season. The burlesques "Flddle-de-Dee' and "Qun

T will be continued this week

Vas Iss?

Louis Mann, Miss Clara Lipman and their com-
pany will continue to play *"All on Account of
Ellza™ at the Garrick Theatre, where the audlences

have been good, and Mr. Mann's Impersonation of
the German-American ex-cattle raiser has caused
much merriment.

With te-night's concert Hammersteln's Victoria
Roof Garden closes for the season. To make the
occasion a festive and memorable one Mr., Ham-
merstein offers a bill comprising fifteen vaudeville
acts, besides the prizeficht pletures of the Fltz-
simmons-Ruhlin contest, Among the principal
acts are the Jobnson brothers, J. T. Aldrich, Rich-
ard Fuller Go 1, Keno, Weleh and Melrose,
Haves and Healy, Webb and =an, Elliot and
Allienme, Durendan and Breen, Mlle. Bartholomew
the Granger Trio, Allesandro, the Speck brothers
and Griffin and Griffin,

g

Miss Hope Booth's first appearance as a star In
New-York will take place at the Grand Opera House

io-morrow night. Miss Booth will appear in
Charles E. Blaney's “A Wife in Pawn.” The regu-
Iar matinees wiil be glven on Wednesday and

Saturday.

To-night will bring to a close the roof garden
season at the Casino. The title of George W. Led-
erer's autumn production will be “The RBslle of
Eohem!a.” The book i= by Harry B. 8mith and the
music by Ludwig Englander. *“Sam"” and “Dick"
Bernard and Miss Virginla Ear] will be in the cast,
together with Miss Marie Dainton, formerly of the
Galety Theatre, London., who wlil make her first
appearance in America at the Casino; Paul F.
Nicholson, jr., Miss Irene Bentley, Milss Susan
Drake, John Hyams, D. L. Don, Miss Anna Laugh-
lin and Miss Lotta Faust. The production |s sst
for the week of September 1T.

The Cherry Blossom OGrove, tha roof of the New-
York, it {s announced, will remain open till October,
when it will be closed long enough to make the
necessary changes to transform it into a winter
garden. There will be an arrangement of steam
pipes under the floor and plush orchestra chairs
and heavy draperies will tone the place properly
for the cold winter days. There are a numher of
new features anjnounced for this week, Including
Da Witt and Burns, Mavyme Gehrue, Loulse Hep-
ner, Cook and Sonora and Annie Myers while the
gcts held over from last week are Le (‘harmet
the Colinl troupe, Everhardt, y roller: N
Wills, Hogan. Elfie Fay, Loulse G ning, the doll
ballet, the Roonevs and others. There will be the
usual entertalnment this evening.

Mr. Proctor's theatres will have the following at-
tractions this week, among others: At the Twenty-
third Street Theatre, Robert Hilllard, in “The
Littlest Gir!”; Carta and Mirtzlana, Post and Clin-
ton, Morton and Elliott and the kalatechnoscope
At the Fifth Avenue Theatre, Maurlce Barrymore,
in & monologue; Patrice, in “A Girl in the Moon™;
A. L. Guille, tenor; John D. Gilbert, the Brooks
brothers, and the kalatechnoscope. At the Palare,
Bert Coote, in “Supper for Two' | Gertrude Haynes,
Manning and Prevost, Gecrge F. Marten and the
kalatechnoscope. At the One-hundred-and-twenty-
fifth-st. Theatre, Joseph Hart and Carrie De Mar,
in "A Close Call"'; Mr. and Mrs. Mark Murphy, in
“The Seventh Son''; George W. Day and the kala-
technoseope. There will be a continuous concert
to-day from 2 till 10:45 p. m. at each of the fous
houses, Tl

The rehearsals of “Vanity Fair,” in which Miss
Gertrude Coghlan 1s to star this season, are well
advanced The cast includes Guy Bates Post, as
Rawdon Crawley; Cecil Kingston, as the Marquls
of Bteyne: Addison Pitt, as George Oshorne; Harry
B. Hanlon, as Joseph Sedley; Marle Donohue. as
Mrs. Major O'Dowd;: Damon Lyon, as Willlam Dob-
bin, and Miss Annie Alllgton, as Mrs. Crawley. The
opening has been fixed for Thursday evening, Bep-
tember 20, at Saratoga.

Frederick Warde will begin his twentieth anrual
starring tour to-morrow In Richmend, Va., pre-
genting “The Duke's Jester” and repertory includ-
ing “Hamlet,' “Othello” and “Richelieun.” In Mr
Warde's supporting company will be Miss May
Warde, his youngest daughter, who i= just entering
on her stage career.

Mr. and Mrs. Bldney Drew will present thelr
farce, “When Two Hearts Are Won," at Keith's
this week. Jessle Couthou! will appear. “*Bam,”
Clarn and Kitty Morton will glve music and dane-
ing. Mrs. Allee Shaw and her twin daughters will
do some dancing in addition to their whistling.
Mark Sulilvan and “Johnnle" Carroll will appear,
and Sllvern and Emerle will perform thelr ma-

nieuvres on the rings. The Holloway Trio will re-
turn to this theatre, and a8 novelty will be the début
here of & new boy soprano, Jas-_»f-h Santley. The
blograph will be exhibited as usual,

Francls Wilson's opening In “The Monks of Mala-
bar,” at the Knickerbocker Theatre, has been post-
pened from to-morrow to Thursday evening, Sep-
tember 13. The change Is due to alterations in the

scenic plans, This declslon was announced last
night, too late for & correction to be made In an-
other column of this paper, where the opening is
announced for to-morrow night.

EHOER FROM LEATHER SBCRAPS.

“Next winter you'll be wearing shoes with soles
made from leather scraps.” sald the manager of
a Massachusetts shoe factory who spent lnst wesk
at an uptown hotel. “No, they won't he pleced
together, If that's what you mean by asking if
such soles won't be rough looking. The leather
will be made much after the process that turns
wood pulp Into paper, only the pulp will be made
from leather Bome genius has Invented ma-
chinery which will take a pulp made of leather
scraps, press and mould it into a solld mass and
fun it out at the other end a contlnuous strip of
%!:m;ule, “\,ou -]:m soon be ahle to buy snle leather

¥ the yard and at a price that will k &g
barefoot a sitive crime. e A

“‘Bole leather has heen costing us from 15 to 230
cents g pound for yesrs. There i§ n great deal of
waste, and Frgﬂlenlly no use for the mscraps. A
small quantity !s used in making dyes, and the
manufacturers of casehardened stee]l find uss for
a litie more, hut the bulk of it Is thrown awsy.
This new process will use all the scraps which can
be secured and will brlns the price of sole leather
down to i cents A& pound, The leather manufact-
ured in this way will have no plies, and for that
reason will turn water better. It should make a
big di'g‘rerenna in the price of the cheaper grades of

MUSICAL COMMENT.

LORENZO DA PONTE—A NEW BIOGRAPHY
OF MOZART'S LIBRETTIST—POEMS TO
A NEW-YORK LADY—BOITO'S
OPERA “NERO"—MISS BALL-
STROM—NEWS NOTES
AND COMMENTS.

Musical students will be glad to learn that at
jast a complete and authoritative life of Lorenzo
Da Ponte, Mczart's llbretiist, has been glven to the
world, It is the work of Professor Angelo Mar-
chesan, of the University of Treviso, whera Da
Ponte held the chalr of rhetoric for a while before
leaving his native land forever. The hook, which
1s the fourth wvolume of n serles of works which
Professor Marchesan !s writing on the history and
Hterature of Treviso, 1§ entitled “Della Vita e delle
Opere a1 Lorenzo Da Ponte: con la glunta della
famosa Accademla poetica per la quale dovetts
esulare da Vinezia e dl altrl versl ineditl,” and Is

into such trite sentiments in English. Yet, here is
an effort to preserve the sense and the music of the
lines:

A THE OLD YOUTH.
To his Angelic Friend

Richer, far, my graclous Fanny,
Is thy xlft than golden treasure;
Brings me balm for bruises many.
Brings me of new life a measure.
Young I feel from contemplation—
What shall follow mastication?

me, who long since rllpPed the pinions
T}Jr a man appronching elghty,
Nathless sends from his dominions
Tuneful harp with message welghty:
“Make thou lines, ‘splte t!u-"aejecllon,
In return for her confection!

Glad my heart thus to be singing
Of the blessing to It given
When love's messenger came winging
Hitherward from out thy heaven—
Thou from nrst to latest hour
In my Eroves the sweetest flow'r.
ak! my heart, and be recorded;
Eg{puk! fhau hopelessly art drifting:
Words and feell hast thou hoarded—
Utter them with no more shifting!
She will surely grant thee pardon—

published by Turazza, in Treviso. The author has

Loveliest Jasmine in thy garden!

AMISS

Saprano in the

has been written on the subject of Dia Ponte, but |

he hes alsp made careful original resecarch and put
at rest a number of troublesome questions con-
cerning the life history of hi2 hers., In this he has

made coplons use of the dizcoveries of The Trib-
uns's writer on musical toples, who spent the sum-
mer of 1557 In an investigation of the American life
of the old poet and found that ail the publisl
biographies were peppered with errors,
even the official records of the city were
the subject of the date of his death. The
writer's conclusions on all points are ace b
Professor Marchesan with generous acknowledg I

ments,

Of esperial local interest, moreover, i= the publl-
catlon of a number of poems written by Da Ponte

in the album of a New-York woman—his pupil
This woman was Miss Fanny Lelght. afterwar
Mrs. Cottenet, and the mother of Mrs. William C.
Schermerhorn, who now own= the album and

pinced It at the disposition of Professor Marchesan
through his friend. Professor Spera . of Colum-
bin University., There nre about a dozen poems In
all, Improvisations, odes, sonnets, ete.,

anl all were

written in the last decade of the old poet’s 1ife.
Iia Ponte's expression of his admiratlon for the
character and talents of his pupil was not con-

fined, hoy
put found
vrords:

=ver, o the lines written in her album,

record also In his blography Iin these

1 returned to New-York in the first part of Sep-
tember—a month that was full of happy events for
me. Among & numbyr of new puplis w
for lessons fate rotught me a young
was and Iz without doubt the brl
"usean erown, as 1 shall alway
puplls, Besldes the great qle
perlenced fn teaching her because

#X=
s her beautl-
ful accent, the rapldity of her progress and the

of

srdor of her love for our authors,
happiness of belng chosen 1o a pl
dearest friends—a place from which nelther misfort-
unes nor evil reporis, neither the hypoorisy nor the
envy of hundreds and hundreds of enemles. could or
ever will be able to remove me. A most affectionate
daughter of adorable parents, a loving sister, a so-
Heltous wife and tender mother—in all thess con-
ditions of llfe she always reserved a part of her
affectfons for him who inttlated her into the lan-
guage which was and Is stlll her sweetest delight.
More than ten vears have passed since we became

wl also the
among her

acquainted, and while affections generally cool
with the passing of time, In this lady they
seem to grow day by day., It Is Impossible for

one to imagine all the many and various ways
which she found to glve me ever mew proofs of
her affectionate courtesy, She consoled me in af-
flictlon, exulted fn my joys, visited me in sickness,
defended me agalnst my evil wishers, pralsed me
to her friends: and all that I write or say seems
to her sweeter than nectar and more fragrant than
flowers. In bestowing her freguent gifts she has
withal an art, a winsomeness that malkes it dif-
ficult to say which i= the more admirable the gift
or the grace with which it Is presented. Thus do 1
picture the hesutiful, amiable and most virtuous
F. 1.. L. (Fanny Lelght). New-York-necds. not to
hear the name in order to recognize her. The dear
name only ornaments my pages, o0 that if it ever
happens that she shall some day see Italy all good
peaple will do her the honor which she deserves
and recognize in her one of the strongest support-
ers which our Uterature has in the most {Hustrions
clty of America. Let them know that her example
Is worth more to me as o means of extending the
glory of Itallan letters than all the arguments
:.;m.it labors of myself and hundreds of other stu-
#Nis.

It is related of Da Ponte that, dying of old age
(he was mnearly nlnety when he died). e
yvet addressed n sonnet to his physiclan, Dr, J. W.
Frunels, on the day before his death. Ie eertainly
had a marvellous flow of those Hiting, rhyming
words which fall together so easlly, naturally and
musically in Itallan verse. One of the poems to his
pupll ean put In evidence. Miss Lelght had
evidently sent him a New Year's gift of sweet-
meats, which, it is safe to assiune, were only the
cover of szomething better sadapted to the octo-
genarian poet's needs, and he made his acknowl-
edgments in verse to this effect:

1I, VECCH!O GIOVANE,
Alln gua Angelleca Amlca,
I! tuo dono, O Franceschina,
Val pin assal d'ognl tesoro,
Al mio petto ¢ medicinn,
Al mlo spirito & ristora:

Torno glovine a guardario;
Che surfi nel masticarlo?

§81 che 11 tempo 1'sll tarpa
Ad un vecchlo a ottanto glunte,
Ma glacch®é ml mandl un® arpa,
Vo' che sie glunta In buon punto:
Voglio fartl de' versettd
In rincambio di confettl.

Voglio dir ehe del mia cors
8g' {1 pl dolee & caro oggetto,
Che per te mi paria amore,
Che a te pernso con diletto;
Che la prima fostl, ¢ sal,
Nel glardin de' flor] miel.

Voglio dir ma che dir ﬁe"gsiﬂ,
Che sln parl a quel che sento”
Tutto @ nulla; 1o ben yeeglo,
E tu 'l sal., per mio cohtento,

'l:t.- lo sal, bel Gelsomino,
Primo flor del mio giardino.

'Pl'.:\'u ognorn in sul tuo stelo,
Plova ognor su le tue foglle
Wuante dar pud gragle, 1l clelo,
Quants giole {| mondo accoglie,
Questt voul per te fauno

mie Muse al capo d'Anno,
Gennalo, 1829, i iy

not only made a careful study of everything :har]

It 1s obviously impossible to put so much melody «

INGERORD BALLSTROM.
Metropolitan English Grand Opera Company,

May the gentle raln from heaven
Treghen thep, my precious flower;

= happlness be given,
e and love In all their power,
Year's sun the sky suffuses
le this off'ring bring my muses.

of the much mooted questions concerning
Da Ponte was that of his origin. “Lorenzo Da Ponte
wes an assumed name. The real name of him who
midle ed is unknown. He was the son
of a Hebrew leather dealer in Ceneda, n small town
of the Venetinn republic. Tntii his fourteenth year
he was brought up a Jew, but having attracted
1 attention of the Roman Catholic bishop of
dn, Lorenzo Du Poante, by his precoelous tal-
the latter gave him an education and his
* Thus wrote The Tribune in 1587, and Iim-
modintely there was an outery in Europe ulln’t
the statement that the poet was & Jew. There was
no mention of the fact in his “Memorie,”” and he
stvled an abbs The Tribune accepted the
evidlence of Michael Kelly (the Irish singer, who
=ang at the first performance of “"Le Noaza di Fi-
In Prague, nnd caricatured Da Ponte in one
of his own operns in Vienna) and Henry T. Tuck-
n, who knew the old poet and wrote a highly

One

ent

was

gnro'"

jative aceount of him In “Putnam’s Maga-
zine" - for November, 1888, Profeasor Marchesan's
first parngraph confirms the report. His father

was a Jew named Jeremiah Conegliano, his mother
a Jewess npnmed Rachel Pincherle. His real name
wns Emanuel Conegliano, and he had two broth-
era, Baruch and Aranias. On August 2, 1763 (the
poet having been born In 1748). the entire family
vedd Christion baptiem and adopted the name

LORENZO DA PONTE

From the painting In the Columbla University
Library.

of Da Ponte, the father becoming Gasparo Da
Ponte, Emanuel Lorenzo, Baruch Gilrolamo and
Ananias TLaulgl. Professor Marchesan reprodices
the record from the reglster of the Cathedral of
Ceneda.,

Agaln wo have news of Bolto’s Nero,” the rom-
pletion of which wes announced at least fifteen
years ago. It ts now sald that the opera will he
performed at Milan In the coming season. It is In
four acts, and Boito, as usual his own librettist,
has followed Suetonius In his story. Unlike Rubin-
steln, Boito makes no use of the dramatic death
scene of the Roman Emperor, but permits him to
fall lifeless to the ground while fleeing from Rome
in flames. Thera are four acts. The first act plays
in the house of the magiclan Bimon, who after an
incantation scene attempts to fly, but falls to his
death, and Nero's Imperial mantle is daubed with
his blood—an evil omen. The other threa acts play
in the camp at Anzio, from which the spectacle of
burning Rome s visible. Poppma, the wife whom
Nero killed with a kick, does not appear in the opera,
the prineipal female charncters belng the wvestal
virgin Rubla and a hetmera. The book Is sald to be
n masterplece, and musicians who have seen the
score say that the opera is much superior to
“Mefistoflle.” At the first performance Boito ta
to conduct the work, Tamagno is to take the part
of Nero and the barytone Giraldoni that of Siman.
Great care Is to be bestowed upon historical ac-
curncy in the stage furnishings, and Tamagno will
take the famous portralt bust of Néro In the
Capitoline Museum for hjs model. It is said that
it was Verdl who succeeded In persuading the com-
poser to glve the opera to the public. Bolto has
hod at lenst seven predecessors as the compossr
of an opern on the subject of Nero. Handel pro-
duced a German “Nero'' at Hamburg in 1705; an
Iiallun, Fallavicino, brought out a *“Nerone” In
Venlce in 1670, Oriandini one in the same city in
1721, Dun! one In Rome in 1780, Pert! one In Bo-
logna In 1605, Rubinstéln a German Nero” (the
text originally French by Jules Barbler) at Ham-

burg in 1870 and Porfile, Itallan, In Naples in 1688,
Rublnstein’s opera was produced in New-York at
the Metropolitan Opera House in an English version
by John P. Jackson on March 14, 1887, under the
direction of Theodore Thomas. Nero is, indeed,
an excellent operatic subject, and Holto's cholce I8
not to be wondered at. The crueity, profligacy,
effeminacy, cowardice and artistic vanity of tha
Roman Emperor are traits which invite dramatic
fllustration, and for each one of them the pages of
Buetonius afford incldents which accept a dramatic
dress none the less willingly because they are his-
torical facts. He dled, as Suetonlus says, exclaim-
Ing: “What an artist perishes with me!" ("Qualis
artifex peren!”) It will be observed that Folto, ad-
hering to old operatic conventions, has given his
Nero a tenor voloe; so did Rubinsteln. But the
veritable Nero had a barytone, rather weak and a
little rough and hoarse. “'Quamquam exigus voels
et fuscm,” says Sustonfus. Yet, desplie his vocal
shortcomings, Nero once recelved the highest
honorarlum ever pald to a singer, not less than
1,000,000 sesterces, say about £40.000, for a single
performance. This ought to be told to Jean de
Reszke if ever his pride becomes Inordinate.

We are promised a few noveltles by the English
Opera Company thls season, but the regular Metro-
politan Hst is not likely to receive more than one
addition, “La Tosca." They do these things dif-
ferently in Parls, the director of the Opéra
Comique having announced twenty-two rovelties
for the season 1800-'01. They will, moreover, be
new works as yet unpublished, thelr composers
belng Xavier Leroux, Alfred Bruneau, Plérné,
Coquard, Hile, Widor, Chaumet, Misso, Debnssy,
Hahn, Laurens, Pfeiffer, Silver, Levadé, Garnler.
Hillamacher, Bouval, Maréchal, Ban#s, Pards and
Mme. G. Ferrarl.

Miss Arma Benkrah, the violinist who committed
sulcide last Tuesday, was a native of New-York
City. Her real name was Arma Loretta Harkness
(Senkrah {s an anagram). and she was borm on
June 6, 1884. Her career was wholly foreign. She
studied with Arno HIf at Lelpsic, Henrl Wienlaw-
sk! at Brussels, and In 1881 won the first prize
at the Paris Conservatory, where she was a pupll
of Massart. She began concertizing In 1882 but
marrted Herr Hoffmann, a lawyer In Weimar, in
1888. No causa has been assigned for her mad act.

Miss Ingeborg Balistrom, who {8 to be the florid
soprano of the Metropolitan English Opera Com-
pany, is a Swede, and was born In Stockholm. She
began her career In her native city singlng the part
of Filina in *“"Mignon™ at the Royal Opera.
will make her American début in the same part
After remaining three years at the Royal Opera
she went to Berlin. Her princlpal roles are
Michaela (“"Carmen’), Martha, Vioiotta (“Trav-
{ata'"), Jullet, Suzanne (*“The Marriage of Figaro™).
Rosina (“Barber”) and the Queen in “The Hu-
guenots.'”

She

Hans Windersteln, conductor of the Lelpsic Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, who has planned an American
tour for the coming season, writes a letter to the
“Musikaliaches Wochenblatt” complaining of the
easy conscience which German orchestral musiclans
malintain In the matter of violations of contract
He argues the need of stabllity of organization if
artistic results are to be attained, and relates that
in spite of signed contracts no les= than elght of
his musicians had deserted from the ranks within
a vear, and this notwithstanding that he paid them
salaries ranging from $ to $68 a year. (Read
this, German-American musicians!) He urges a
union of concert givers to punish orchestral mu-
siclans gullty of breach of contract.

The Pittsburg Orchestra, under the directlon of
Victor Herbert, !s to give elghteen concerts in the
course of the approaching season, beginning on
November 1. The solo performers who have been
engaged are Mme. Schumann-Heink Lillian Blau-
velt, Teresa Carrefio, Clara Butt, Maud Powell
Fanny Bloomflald Zeisler, Dohnanyi, Hugo Becker,
Julian Walker, Friiz Kreisier, Arthur Whitneyv,
Lulgi von Kunitz, Henri Merck, Po! Plancon and
Alexandre Scottl. The symphonies which Mr. Her-
bert has chosen for performance are Beethoven's
third. fourth and fifth, Berlioz's “Fantastic,” Boro-
dine’s in B minor. Brahms's C minor, Chadwick's
second, Dvorak’s in D major., Franck's in D minor,
Glazounow’s in C minor. Goetz's In F. Haydn's
sixth and tenth, Mendelssohn's “Italizan,”” Mozart's
in E fiat, Rubinstein’s “‘Ocean,” Schaobert's in B
minar and C major, Schumann's in B flat, Sinding's
in D minor and Suk’s in E major.

Mme. Schumann-Heink will sall for this country
next Wednesdeay on the steamer Friederich der
Grosse, arriving here about the Xth. She will go
tmmediately to the Worcester Festival. after which
she will be the leading contralto at the Maine
State Musical Festival, From there she goes to
New-Hampshire, where she will sing two concerts
On the afterncon of October 11 her first appearance
in New-York this season will be made in a recital
at Carnegle Hall in conjunction with Miss Leonora
<ackson,

Apropos of the “Lohengrin'’ semi-centennial, “The
London Telegraph'™ says:

“l.ohengrin,'” though more than once promised,
had to walt a quarter pf a century before it was
spen on the stage In England, and lts produection,
I'ke that of so many other great works, wns then
dus-to the personal inflience of a “star” vocallst
Campanini nad won enormous sSuccess as
grin In Mflan and New-York. and he insiste
should be mounted at Drury Lane. But Costa. who
was then conductor, was sfow to move, and Gye
got the opera out first at Covent Garden on May §,
1575, with Alban! and d"Angri, Nicollnl and Maure]
in the chief parts. Dr. Von Bilow, whose “cuts”
were then used was present, and characteriz:
Mme. Albani as "the ideal Elsa.” To the amuze-
ment of every opera goer of the old school. the
gallery sllenced all applause during the progress of
the musle, a premonition of the “Bayreuth hush™
of the followinz vear. On June 12, 1875, “Lohen-
grin,” with plentiful “cuts.” but, it is said. metro-
romed by Wagner, was produced by Costa at Drury
Lane, the chief parts being played by Nilsson,
Titlens (the greatest Ortrud we ever had), Cam-
panini. Behrens and Gaia=sl. About eight years
Iater Dr, Richter overhauled Costa’s score and
parts and corrected some hundreds of copyists’
errors, which Sir Michael, wha Jdid not love the
music of the future, had stoutly deciared were the
composer's intentlons, Absolutely the first hearing
in England of the "Lohengrin’” music was, how-
ever, a (very bad) comcert performance, which few
will. perhaps, now recollect, given under the late
Dr. Wylde on June 11, 183 Parepa was to have
layed Elsa, but she was lll. and Mme. Coranl took
ﬁer place, Enequist being Ortrud. Monginl Lohen-

n. Lewila Thomas the King and Michael May-
rick the Telramund.

“An amusing correspondence.” “The Tole-
graph,"” *is quoted in the French papers batwesn Mr.
Grau and his tenor, Signor de Lucia, Signor de Lucia
had, it §s sald, announced in the Naples journals
that in order to undertake the management of the
Ean Carlo, he had relinguishad an engngement of
£10,000 with Mr. Grau in Amerfca. Mr. Grau s =a!d to
have replied that the engagement was not relin-
guished, as so valuable a tenor coulid not be spared.;
adding that, by the way. the contract was not for
£10,000, but for 0,000 francs (E3,6) for a tour of five
months. Beven hundred pounds a month is, how, -
ever, not at all a bad fee for an operatic tenor.”

Sa¥ys

Mr. Frank Van der Stilcken, conductor of the Cin-
cinnatl Symphony Orchestra, and who was for
many years the director of the Arlon Soclety, has
been secured by Mr. Henry Wolisohn to conduct
the orchestra for the reappearanee of Mme. Lilllan
DBlauvelt, which occurs on Tuesday vvening., Octo-
ber 16, In Cnrnegte Hall

Mascagni has recently published snother new
opera, net the much advertlsed “Maschere, but a
Iyric drama entltled “Vistiifa.” The Nhretto, bhased
on a novel by the Itallan writer, Ruaeco de Zerdi,
has been written by Menasel and Targionl-Tezzetti,
who collaberated for the book of “Cavalleria Rus-
tiennn.” The opera Is divided into a prologue and
four acts, and the actlon, which goes back to the
times of the Emperor Tiberius, deals with the love
of Vistllla and Hellus. All the diniogues the
Uibretto are written in hexameter verse, As to the
music, Mascagnl's friends hope it wiil be the long
awalted masterpiece,

For the testimonial concert to Mrs Kaltenborn on
Friday the cost of admisston will be double the
present one—that is, it will be §1, reserved seats
$15. Following will be the programme:
Fest averture.

Flano fantalste, *'Dir Wandere='" Schubert L‘I’:;!l
Dream muaie, ““HA lnrnd“&"”"

d e neel u retel’’ . ... ......Hamperd
Vielin solo, "Hunnrln”nmﬁ?-mue" . g m::‘f-‘:
r. Engel
Hallet musie, *Feramors' .. .Rubinstein

Athr y
"0, My Heart Is Weary™".... ".?.l?“
™ J by
Waltz, “Vienna Woods." zither solo
Warmser.

..Juring Thomas

Straurs

Overture, “"Mignon' ..
P o, i

Prologue, 'Pagliaces”
Mr
Overturs, “'Willlam Tell”

Wotan's Farewell and Magle Fire

Walkfire'"

" Miss Voight.
sryesas o asuve Leancavalio

Nicolat

.‘_(‘IIL!._. "i.l}c
At SRR e L TR Wagner
- Veron and orchestra.

The testimonial concert to Mrs. Kaltenborn has
been set down for September 14 at the 8t. Nicholas
Garden, Solo performers on this occaslon will be

Miss Louiss B. Voigt, Mre Josephine Jacoby,
Gwylm Miles P. O Veron, Carl Hugo Engel and
Leopold Winkler. At to-night’s concert Hermann
Beyer-Hane, ‘cello, and Hugo Schmilt, trumpet,

will play. The orchestra will play these numbers.

verture, ‘‘Oberon’ . Weber
Q‘um“"‘ &' Crmphal Saint-Sasng
Hammenol POW ™ ... ocoman-ae - oo . ERubinstely
String orchestra, Preluds “The Deluge™ . ,Sﬂnt--_l‘.,p-_,,
py Caresse”™ ......cooonseansnss S Ay Gitlet

Bectind Polonaise. . . - _Eamst
Overture, “‘Sakuntala™ “'!""’"‘:?
Overtare, “Zampa' ... Hernl

Funeral March...... hopin
Selection, ‘Mlkado™. Sulitvan

The Metropolitan Enaglish Grand Opera Company
will present during the season of grand apern,
which begins at the Metropalitan Opern House og

Monday, October 1, a repertary vovering a -lda.
rangs of opera. It will be selected from ths fol. |
lowing Mst: *“Faust,” “Tannhiuser™ “Mignen ™

“Carmen.’” “Lohengrin.” 11 Trov toere” “La Glo-

conda,” “*Alda.” “Lucia 41 Lammermoor.” “Caval.
leria Rustiesna,” “Romeo and Juliet." "“The B
nemlan Girl,” “Martha” “La Traviata™ “Ten
Glovanni,” “La Boheme,” “Rigolet1o,” “Dis Mefs
terainger,” “PPagltaccl”™ “FPaul and Vieginia ™
“Masaniello,” “The Magle Flute.” “The Marr

of Flgarn,” “Hinsel and Gretel”™ Diavn

“Lakme,” “"The Mikado,™
other lght operas. "Esmeralda”
ing Thomas, will he the first noveity of
It has never been performed In America a
it acquired great popularity In England, .
was originally produaced in 1853 The subscripring
sale of sents and boxes will hegin a
office at ® o'clock on the morning of Moa

tember 17. The prices are a: llows: Evenings,
entire crchesira, 5. entire o irele, 81 8¢
entire dress circle, 51 entire balcoay, T cenls. e
tire familly circle, ) cents: genernl wimissioo, B
cents: boxes, $ ¥, %. B aod 50 Wednesday
matinee, entire lower floor, §l: entire dress cirele,
75 cents; entire balcony. # cents; ent family

circle, 25 cents; general sdmission. 35 centa: hages,

84, 35 and . Earurday matines, entire archestra,
1 30: entire orchestra c<ircle. $i entire dress circls,
75 cents; entire balcony, 30 cents; entire family
elrcle, 30 cents; general admission, 3 cenis; Doxes,
%, % 7. 38 and §1& “Faust"” “Tan =" and
“Mignon™ are the operas s=lncted tha fivas

week. The sale of single seats begins on Mondsy,
September 24

During the last week or two several additional
singers have been engaged by Mr. Gral for the
Sembrich Company. among them Mms
Marie Mattfeld. who will be heard as Siebel in
“Faust,” Bertha In the “Barber of Seville™ Ales
in "Lucia,” Annina in “Traviata,” Maddelena in
“Rigolette.” and Signor FPaclo Galazzl. who will

Opera

sing Ficrello in the “Barber of Sev the Notary
in "Don Pasguale™ a part In “Faust.” Aftusy
in “Lucia.” the Doctor in "Traviata™ and Mg
terone in “Rigolette.” The chorus has all bem
engaged and has been most carafully salacted
The tour fs practically all booked, nrovidey

for over seventy appearances of Mme Semirich In
the course of ths season.

Mme. Gadski will arrive this season about the
first week In November, and procesd Immediately
to San Francisco for the opening there of the
Maurice Grau apera season. At s& of the
ssason at Covent Garden Mme. Gadski wen® to hep

the

hems in Berlin, whers she has since remained In
the course of the season heTe she wiil 0e heard In
gaveral new roles. Mme Gadski will also be heand
in a number of concerts during the coming =ason
under Mr. C. L. Graff's management, Mr. Graff.
making the contract for Mme Gadsk! with Mr
Grau, having reserved the right of concerts abene

latels.

Herr Andreas Dippel, who |s again announced ag
Grag

one of the leading tenors of the Maurice
Opera Company. comes over several
the opening of the seasom for a =
under the management of Mr. (
wiil ba heard In several song rec =
San Francisco, where he goes to join t

Gran Opera Company.

STREET FAKIRS HAVE XOVELTIES.

“T wish It was this time last year."” said the stresf
fakir who has been seillng wol white ™
with & rubber tube attachment which maXes them
Jump

“I don't see that you've gol any cause 1o 0=
plain.” sa!d the man who carried a truy of me-
chanical mice. “Your rabbits sell twice as gond 28
these bloomin” mice. FPeople don't want mice even

at m cent.”
“But just think of the money we made last Sepe
tember and October. It makes me sick to think

of how we will probably never have another Ad-
miril who wiil come homa as big & hero 25 Dewey

was. Then the yacht races came at the same Lime
I wus Oiympia hatpins and the - A
Acrosa th 1" badges. They wers a mi
a friend old the Dewey whistle 2

3
h. It was a ool whistls,
at siren. After Dewey pi
t long run on the Sham

oveities. You remember

4 Aght for the Cup 1

I'm Irish, and made a stake s»

pdges, because I could throw a It
my ‘talk’

o cour street trade in New-York

ra is not a batter p

ngs. The people
t they rather Hige fr.
1 tke I'm

e hest
irg plz.
1 from

pneumnatic animals r r
wildfire, and there will be other sorta on

“You'd better taks & Wt home
madam.” he said u Lo
tomer hey are har

and will keop the |
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